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I was impressed with the chapter on transesophageal chocardio- 
graphy; it was easy to read and replete with valuable intbrmation. 
Should a vascular surgeon need to rescarch issues regarding 
hemodynamic monitoring, cardiopuhnonary b pass, brain pro- 
tection, or the way their colleagues on the other side of  the ether 
screen approach igh-risk cardiovascular patients, this textbook is 
an excellent source. 
I recommend this textbook and consider it to be a worthy 
addition to a vascular surgeon's collection. I enjoyed reviewing it. 
The editors, Drs Reves, Barash, and Estafanous, are to be con- 
gratulated for their excellent contribution. 
Rafad A. Ortcgc6 MD 
Boston University School of Medicine 
doi:10.1067/mva.2002.118994 
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Platelets, thrombosis a*ld the vessel wall, dited by Michael C. 
Berndt, represents volume 6 of  a series of books entitled 
Advances in pascular biology. The series and volume editors of 
this book have taken a much too modest approach for the title of 
this book. The content of  the book and the Herculean efforts of 
its contributors would be better suited if the title were more 
provocative--perhaps, "The World According to Platelets." 
Without question, this text is an authoritative r view of relevant 
platelet biology, biochemistry, and pathophysiology. The struc- 
ture of the book lends itself to a progressive, rational under 
standing of  the rich and complex history surrounding 
investigative platelet biology. There are 18 chapters, which could 
be structured as these *bur broad topic groups: (1) platelet struc- 
ture and function; (2) platelet signal transduction-activation; (3) 
plateletTadhesion molecules; and (4) biosynthetic pathways. With 
few exceptions, each chapter contains ome historical perspective 
on each topic, followed by an in-depth, yet reasonably efficient, 
description of  the topic at hand. Three chapters of particular 
interest o clinicians are ntitled "Platelets and fibrinolysis', 
"Anti-phospholipid antibodies," and "Resistance to activated 
protein C and inherited thrombosis: Molecular mechanism, diag- 
nosis and clinical management." It is important to note that the 
content of this book contains tremendous cross-over appeal (ie, 
between academic linicians and basic scientists) within all of the 
chapters, Although all of  the chapters are well written, special 
mention of the chapters on P-selections, PDGF, and resistance to 
activated protein C is warranted. The authors of these chapters 
have contrasted the in vitro, in vivo, physiologic, and pathologic 
relevance of these molecules in detail. The diagrams (all in black 
and white) and tables throughout the book are easy to read and 
clearly labeled. All of the chapters are wcll referenced. This book 
covers a tremendous amount of  biochemistry and relevant mole- 
cular biology, yet is compact, and the print ype is easy on the 
eyes. There is little redundancy, despite the large number of con- 
tributors. This volume is directed toward academic linicians 
(vascular surgeons, hematoh)gists, cardiologists, and vascular 
medicine specialists) as well as basic scientists involved in throm- 
bosis research. Departments or principal investigators involved in 
basic and clinical thrombosis research should have this book in 
their reference library. 
Michael T. Watkins, MD 
VA Boston Healthcare System 
Boston University School of Medicine 
Boston, Mass 
doi: 10.1067/mva.2002.120027 
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